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26 February 2018 
 
TO: HON. EMMANUEL F. PIÑOL 

Secretary 
Department of Agriculture 

 
FROM: Pinoy Porcine Practitioners Inc. (PPPI) 

Formerly known as the Philippine College of Swine Practitioners (PCSP) 
Affiliate of the Philippine Veterinary Medical Association, PVMA 

  
SUBJECT: Position Paper on the Cattle Importation from Brazil 
======================================================================================== 
 
The PPPI/PCSP is firm in its position that: 
  

1. The function of the BAI and the NAC-ADCE is to provide industry links to matters of animal health.  
We urge the DA Secretary to consider consulting technical experts and to check the required Risk 
Assessments; 
 

2. We urge the DA Secretary to consult subject matter experts and industry players with regard to the 
economic feasibility of the dairy enterprise; 

 
3. We urge the DA Secretary to consult veterinarians on health considerations in light of the FMD; 

a. FMD has been largely documented to be transmitted from cattle to swine; 
b. Recent outbreaks in Brazil heighten risk, even if the planned importation of cattle will come 

from an ostensibly free area. Even the OIE cannot assure that animals will be 100% free of 
FMD. No quarantine measures can be fool-proof; 

c. The epidemiology of the disease shows us that cattle exposed to the FMD virus would be 
carriers of said virus for 2.5 years. Hence, shedding could infect pigs and other cloven-footed 
animals in Bohol presumably where the imported cattle would be quarantined. More serious 
will be an infection of water buffaloes in the area who have then the potential as carriers. 
Small ruminants like goats and sheep are carriers for 9 months while pigs are shortest at 7-11 
days after rupture of vesicles.  And there are other diseases to consider as well (tick-borne) 
etc.; 

d. Confining the planned import to islands such as Bohol will not be the answer. The inter-island 
commerce concomitant to the movement of animals will still pose a risk; 

e. The lack of preparation – i.e. no FMD antigen banks, no vaccines in store, and no FMD Task 
Force – exposes the industry to the biggest risk of an outbreak. 
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We, the veterinarians in swine practice forming the membership of the Pinoy Porcine Practitioners Inc., are 
informed of the following: 
 

- Plan of the Department of Agriculture to import live cattle from Brazil; several of the DA Secretary’s 
media interviews and social media (Facebook) posts have indicated this to be true; 
 

- Letter addressed to the DA Secretary provided by Dr. Neil Molina, detailing the latter’s concern about 
the plan to perform embryo transfer and the planned dairy enterprise; (attached) 

 
- News article from the December 2017 issue of Swine Magazine, detailing the opposition posed by 

Filipino swine farmers to importing cattle from Brazil in light of FMD risk; (attached) 
 

- News articles detailing outbreaks of FMD in Brazil and its status as FMD free with vaccination in only 
a limited area; (industry websites) 

- Report from our representative to the BAI-led National Advisory Committee for Animal Disease 
Control and Emergency (NAC-ADCE) and industry-wide Stakeholder’s Meeting – that a Risk 
Assessment by Technical Experts will be given to you as guidance on this matter of importation. (we 
trust the copy has been given to your office for perusal). 

 
 
Despite all this, a recent meeting held by your office last December 19 confirmed that the initial 2000 heads 
of cattle will be imported and then shipped to Bohol Province. Your statements indicate the lack of concern 
given to technical advice and the consequences that could affect the interests of ruminant and swine farmers.  
 
During the recent Philippine Veterinary Medical Association’s (PVMA) Annual Convention and Scientific 
Conference, the DA Secretary was a guest speaker at the Opening Ceremonies last February 14, 2018.  We 
veterinarians listened to the DA’s plans for the improvement of the dairy industry – which includes the 
importation of the cows from Brazil.  No mention made however on the issue of animal health or FMD.  In 
the business meeting, concerned veterinarians have asked the National Officers to take a stand, and the PPPI 
being an affiliate is adding our voices to the clamor. 
 
In the recently concluded International Farmer’s Summit, the DA Secretary was part of the plenary during the 
opening last February 21, 2018.  The importation was referred to and mention of the OIE declaration to allow 
the importation to proceed.  In the open forum it was pointed out that there seems to be a pattern of the DA 
Secretary making and announcing plans without the benefit of consultation with technical experts.  In this 
spirit, we are offering our recommendations to the DA’s plans to import the cows from Brazil: 
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The following are recommended as additional guarantee for freedom from FMD virus infection: 
 
 

1. Certificate of Quarantine & Release from Quarantine by the State of Sta. Catalina, Brazil. 
 
Explanation:   
 
Part of the risk mitigation procedure recommended by the BAI FMD Expert Panel is to quarantine 
the cattle in the state of Sta. Catalina. The State of Sta. Catalina is a compartment free from FMD 
without vaccination. 
 
The procedure is a confidence building measure to insure that the cattle that may be consolidated 
from all over Brazil is acceptable for quarantine in the FMD free state of Brazil. 
The Philippine government MUST NOT ACCEPT cattle that had been quarantined in a NON-FMD 
FREE STATE WITHOUT VACCINATION. 
 

2. Certificate of Negative test result to 3AB ELISA or NSP ELISA for FMD 
 
Explanation: 
 
The 3AB or NSP ELISA  test for FMD will detect antibodies to wild FMD virus. Antibodies formed by 
NSP free vaccines will test negative. 
 
The test should be performed in Brazil at the end of quarantine & 3 weeks before shipment. This will 
allow any late infections to be detected by the test. 
UPON ARRIVAL & before release from quarantine,  the cattle should also be tested.   
The number of animals to be tested should give a 95% level of confidence. 
 
Interpretation of test: 
If ANY  of the animals tested is POSITIVE, then the whole batch should be REJECTED because they 
have been exposed to FMD virus & the risk of virus shedders are high. 
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The membership of the Pinoy Porcine Practitioner’s Inc. requests clarity on this issue and the industry relies 
on your good judgment.  
 
Signed this 25th day of February 2018 by: 
 

       
 

DR. ZOILO M. LAPUS 
President  
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Letter from Dr. Neil Molina 
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News article from the December 2017 issue of Swine Magazine, 
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http://www.usmef.org/news-statistics/member-news-archive/brazil-footandmouth-disease-outbreak-in-brazil-
an-outbreak-of-footand-8825/ 

 

  
 

https://www.globalmeatnews.com/Article/2017/12/07/Brazil-free-of-foot-and-mouth-disease 
 

 
 


