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Background

DA entered into a Cooperation Agreement with International Finance 
Corporation (ICF) – World Bank Group on Improving Philippine agribusiness 
competitiveness through SPS and Risk Management in Quarantine and 
Inspections

GOALS:
Improve DA systems and processes in the issuance of SPS import 
clearance and international certificates, risk management and 
compliance with WTO SPS rules
Strengthen trade facilitation through DA Trade Enabling Risk 
Management System (TERMS)



WTO Agreements 
Relevant to Agricultural and Fisheries Trade

• Agriculture (AoA)

• Sanitary and Phytosanitary Measures (SPS)
• Technical Barriers to Trade (TBT)

• Trade Related Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights (TRIPS)

• Trade-Related Investment Measures (TRIMs) 

• Anti-dumping (Article VI of GATT 1994) 

• Customs valuation (Article VII of GATT 1994) 

• Pre-shipment Inspection 

• Rules of Origin 

• Import Licensing 

• Subsidies and Countervailing Measures 

• Safeguards



Key Provisions of the SPS Agreement

1. Non-discrimination

2. Scientific justification 
• harmonization
• risk assessment
• consistency
• least trade-restrictiveness

3. Equivalence

4. Regionalization

5. Transparency

6. Technical assistance/special treatment

7. Control, inspection and approval procedures (Annex C)
8. Consultations and dispute settlement



Issues with the current Philippine SPS system

➢Some high SPS risk activities and goods were being poorly managed or not 
managed at all
▪ Example: the potential entry of high risk products brought in by passengers at airports or insects in/on 

sea containers and machinery

➢Some low SPS risk goods were being excessively managed raising costs 
unnecessarily
▪ Example: frozen vegetable product

➢Current interventions at the border mismatched with potential risk rating 
(thus, mismatch of risk to resources)
▪ Example: refrigerated products are inspected twice but dried products like animal feeds and fertilizers 

may or may not be inspected at all (depending on whether they are flagged by BOC). 



4 Key Activities of DA TERMS Project

1. Risk Assessment  

2. Risk Management 

3. Risk Communication

4.    Targeted border inspection system at MICP and South Harbor



1. RISK ASSESSMENT
Assessment of SPS and food safety risks facing the DA quarantine system 
and how well the DA is currently managing those risks

➢ Risk Assessment of 3 top pests and diseases: avian influenza, fruit fly, and  
shrimp disease

Focus on potential pest and disease pathways rather than just on the

product itself as carriers of pets or diseases 

Objectives: 

1. To assess how these pests/diseases could enter the Philippines and how
risk management practices is currently undertaken

2. To improve the information collection processes of DA in the assessment
of SPS and food safety risks



How Risk Assessment is Conducted
(importing country perspective)

• Importation Procedures for Live Animals

•Harmonized Checklist for Import Risk Analysis

harmonized checklist for import risk analysis_2.docx






Capacity Building on Risk Analysis



2. RISK MANAGEMENT

Objectives: 

1. To develop commodity and importer profiles to guide inspection at the 
border, with focus on importer and source/exporter/supplier compliance;

2. To develop risk profiles of commodities, importers and traders (overall 
sector and trade risk profiles);

3. To share information with BOC and other concerned govt agencies to 
assist in anti-smuggling efforts;

4. To evaluate efficiency and compliance of the border management system

Responsible for Risk Profiling and Targeting and SPS Rule Setting

http://www.google.com.ph/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=&url=http://www.asiaexplorers.com/philippines/pasig-city.htm&bvm=bv.112454388,d.amc&psig=AFQjCNG84USH1hiIy74YtFXfxtw1AEjlEw&ust=1453865362051393


• FIVE APPROACHES
• Placing of triangular standees at carousel areas
• Playing of infomercials on TV screens provided at arrival 

areas
• Placing of quarantine bins in strategic places at arrival 

areas
• Installation of video led display system on ceiling beams at 

immigration/customs areas
• Straight announcement (Airlines-flight attendants, Airport 

Information, Arrivals)

3. RISK COMMUNICATION
Raising SPS awareness at NAIA 1, 2 & 3



Infomercial shall be uploaded to tv screens and placement standee 
posters across NAIA 1, 2 & 3

3.  RISK COMMUNICATION
Raising SPS awareness at NAIA 



3.  RISK COMMUNICATION
Raising SPS awareness at NAIA 



Storyboard of the
infomercial to be
played on TV screens
at NAIA 1, 2 & 3 Arrival
Areas.
Available in English and
Filipino.

3.  RISK COMMUNICATION
Raising SPS awareness at NAIA 

../../Office of DA Asst Sec for Regulations OASR/DA TERMS/Risk Comm IEC/DArevised4 Video.mp4
../../Office of DA Asst Sec for Regulations OASR/DA TERMS/Risk Comm IEC/DArevised4 Video.mp4




Quarantine bins to be placed strategically across 
arrival areas in NAIA 1,2 & 3

3.  RISK COMMUNICATION
Raising SPS awareness at NAIA 



Proposed placement of the Video LED Digital System (NAIA 2)



3.  RISK COMMUNICATION
Raising SPS awareness at NAIA 

STRAIGHT ANNOUNCEMENT
Airlines (FA), Airport Information, Arrivals

ANNOUNCEMENT TO ALL INTERNATIONAL TRAVELLERS

BRINGING IN OF AGRI-FISHERY PRODUCTS AND BY PRODUCTS 
WITHOUT PERMIT FROM THE DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE IS 
STRICTLY PROHIBITED. THESE INCLUDE PLANTS, SEEDS, FRUITS, 
ANIMALS, MEAT, EGGS, FISHES, SEAFOOD, CORALS AND OTHERS THAT 
MAY HARBOR PESTS OR DISEASES.

DECLARE YOUR AGRI-FISHERY PRODUCTS AND BY PRODUCTS AT THE 
AGRICULTURAL QUARANTINE OFFICE UPON ARRIVAL OR DROP THEM 
AT DESIGNATED QUARANTINE BINS INSIDE THE AIRPORT.



3. RISK COMMUNICATION
Raising SPS awareness at NAIA







4. TARGETED BORDER INSPECTION SYSTEM 
AT MICP AND SOUTH HARBOR

➢ Products covered:
▪ frozen salmon products from Europe;
▪ frozen potato products (French fries) from Australia, USA and

Netherlands; and
▪ chicken leg quarters from all sources

Objectives: 
1. To allow optimum resource utilization by targeting DA regulatory

activities at high risk agricultural product imports and related high
risk pests, diseases and food safety risks

2. To facilitate trade in products that are safe from serious pests and
diseases





DA TERMS Pilot and Post-Pilot Activities 

➢Full evaluation report on results shall be provided to the SPS Executive 
Committee with recommendations on feasibility of implementing:

1. a more comprehensive airport inspection regimen (where
inspectors could seize non-compliant goods) in all international
airports;

2. a revised cargo clearance and fee collection process based on
the outcomes of the pilot in all international ports.;

3. a more systematic market surveillance program, including the
flow of information to and from the risk management
committee



APPLICATION of DA TERMS in DOMESTIC and 
INTERNATIONAL TRADE and DISEASE CONTROL

• BILATERAL/MULTILATERAL TRADE AGREEMENTS (Quid Pro Quo) 
➢ IMPORT TERMS AND CONDITIONS

• CONDUCT OF RISK ASSESSMENT PRIOR TO APPROVAL OF IMPORTATION
➢ DA INSPECTION MISSION (DAIM)

• TEMPORARY BANS ON IMPORTATION DURING DISEASE OUTBREAKS 

• ALLOCATION, IMPORTATION, UTILIZATION OF FRESH FROZEN BUFFALO MEAT FROM INDIA

• MOVEMENT RESTRICTIONS DURING DISEASE OUTBREAKS

• REGULATION ON DOMESTIC MOVEMENT FOR SPECIFIC SPECIES AND AGRI PRODUCTS  



Alone 
we can do so little; 
together 
we can do so much. 

- Helen Keller


